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Facililies and Engineering Service is pleased to present 1ha Annual Water Quality Report for 2016 and to
keep you informed of the excellent water and services provided to you over the past year. This raport is
designed to injorm you about the water quality and services dslivered lo you every day. Our constant
goal is fo provide you with a safe and dependable supply of drinking water.

Qur water source is the Susquehanna River and is treated by rapid sand filters. Our stalf consists of
State Certified oparalars 1o ensure good waler quality. We are pleased to report thal our drinking waler is
safe and meets faderal and state requirements, If you have any quastions about this report concerning
your water utility, please conlact James Willen, Filter Plant Operator at 410-642-2411, extension 5918.
We want our vaiued residents lo be informed about their water utility.

Perry Point VAMC Walter Fiitration Planl routinely monitors for contaminants in your drinking water
according o Federal and State laws. This table below shows the results of our monitoring for the periods
of January 1™ to Dacember 31*, 2016, As water travels over the land or underground, it can pick up
substances or cantaminants such as microbes, inorganic and organic chemicals, and radioactive
substances. All drinking water, including boltlad drinking water may be reasonably expacled to contain at
least small amounts of some contaminants. It is important to remember that the presenca of these
contaminants doss nof necessarily pose a haalth risk.

Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking waler than the general population.
Immuno-compromised persons such as persons with cancer undergoing chematherapy, parsons who
have undergona organ lransplants, people with HIV/AIDS or other immune system disarders, some
elderly, and infants can be particularly at risk from infections. Thase pecple should seak advice abourt
drinking water from their health cara providers, EPA/CDC guidefines an appropriate means ta lessen the
risk af infaction by cryplosporidium and other microblological contaminants are available from the Safe
Drinking Water Hotline (800-428-4791).

In this table you will find many terms and abbraviations you might not ba familiar with. Ta help you better
understand these terms, Facililes and Enginsering Service provided the following definitions:

Parts per miilion (ppm) or Milligrams per liter {mg/l) - one part per million corrasponds to one minute
in two years or a single penny in $10,000.

Parts per billion (ppb) or Micrograms per liter - one part per billion correspands to one minute in 2,000
years, or a single penny in $10,000,000,

Plcacuries per liter (pCi/L) - picocuries per liter is a measure of the radioactivity in water,

Nephselometric Turbidity Unit (NTU) - nephelomeric turbidity unit Is a measure aof the clarily of waler.
Turbidity in excess of 5 NTU is just noticeabls to the average person,

Action Level - lhe concentration of a contaminant which, if exceeded, triggers treatmant or other
requirements which a waler system must follow.

Treatment Technigue (TT) - a treatmeant technique is a raquired pracess intendad lo reduce the level of
a contaminant in drinking water.

Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL) - 1he "Maximum Allowed" (MCL) is the highest Javal of a
contaminant that is allowed in drinking water. MCLs are set as close to the MCLGs as feasible using the
best available lreatment lachnology.



Maximum Contaminant Level] Goal (MCLG) - lha “Goal" (MCLG) is the level of a contaminant in
drinking water below which thers is no known or expected risk to heallth. MCLGs allow for a margin of

salely.
TEST RESULTS
Contaminant Vinlahon | Lol Unit MCLG VICL Likely Souree of Contamination
YN Defectend | Measurement

Microbiological Contaminants _

Turbidity (2010 N DaTe N SA TT | Soil runolf

[norganic Contaminants

Nitrute (a8 Nitrogen) N 1 |ppm 0 10 | Runall from fenilizer use; leuching

{2016) from sepiic tanks, sewage; vrosion of
nuturaf depasits

Copper (distribution) N 022 | ppm 113 AL=l.3 | Corvosian of househotd plumbing

(2015) syslems; erosion of nawrl deposits;

lenching (rom wood preservatives

Lead (distribution) N L] ppb 0 AL=15 | Corrosion of houschold plumbing

(2015) syslerns; erosion of natural deposits;
leaching from wood preservinives
Burium {2016) N 0021 | ppm 2 2 | Discharge of dritling wastes;

discharge from metal refineries;
ernsion of natural deposils

Chilorine (2015) N 14 | ppm + 4 | Water Additive used 1o control
microbes

Fluoride (2015) N .} 03 ppm 4 4 | Erosion of natural deposits; water

udditive which promalus sivong teeth:
discharge feam fertitizer and
aluminum factores

Volatile Organic Contaminaats

Stage 2 Disinfection Byproducts: January I — December 30, 2016

TTHM (Distribution) Y ) 0 80 | By-product of drinking waler
[Taoual trihalomethones) 5% disinfection
(2016) **Range and
Highust Locational s
Running Average
[LRAA)
HAAS (Huloacetic acids) N Rungu ppb ] 60 | By-product of donking waler
{distribution) (2016) 17.5-115 disinfecon
Range and Highest
Locational Running 40
Average (LRAA)
Unregulated Contaminants
Sodium (2014) N 336 |ppm NIA N/A | Erosiun of sutura] proditcts
Chloraform (2014) N 426 | pph N/A N/A | By-product of chiorine disinfection
Bromodichloromethane N a1 | ppb NTA N/A | By-product of chlorine disinfection
{2014)
pH. range (2014) N 6.4
Dibromochloromethans N 1.1 | ppb N/A N/A | By-product of dednking water
{2014} chlornation

*Nutinnal Secondary Drinking Water Standards. EPA recominends secondary standards to water systems but does ot require
systems to comply. However, States may choose tn adopt them as suforceable Standanls,

*Aluminum (2012)

[ W

[ 03 Joom |

u]

005 1o 0.2 | Colored water

Nute: All iest results are for 2016 unless othenvise noted. Not all contaminunis ure required 1o be tested for annually.




Total Organic Carbon - The percentage ol Tolal Organic Carbon (TOC) removed was measured each
manth and the system met all TOC removel requirements set, unless a TOC violation is noled in tha
violation section.

Wa have also been granted approval for Step 2 TOC removal requiraments, which more accuralely apply
lo our source watar characteristics.

"Tolal organic carbon (TOC) has no health effects, Howaver, total arganic carbon provides a medium for
the formation of disinfection by products, These byproducts include lrihalomelhanes {THMz) and
haleacatic acids (HAAs).Drinking water containing thess bypraducts in excess of the MCL may lead ta
adverse haalth effects, liver, or kidney problems, or narvous sysiern effects, and may lead lo an
increased risk of gelting cancer,”

The Perry Point VAMC Waler Treatment systam was in violation of the Maximum Conlaminant Level for
Total Trihalomelhanes during the periods:

s January 2016 - March 2016

¢ April 2016 - June 2018

e July 2018 - Sgptember 2016
These violations were returned to complianca following the October 2016 - Decamber 2016 monitoring
period. Some people who drink water containing trhalomethanes in excass of the MCL over many years
may experience problems with their liver, kidnays, or central nervous syslems, and may have an
increased risk of getting cancer.

Status of New Waler Treatmenlt Plani Project - NRM Project No., 212A5-13-320 Polable Water System
!morovements project construction began April 2017. Projected completian date will be approximately

Oclober 2018. The new Waler Trealment Plant will utilize plate settlers, membrana filtration, along with
chiorine dioxide for primary disinfection. This should improve the levels of disinfection byproducts such
as THMs.

if present, alevated lavels of lead can cause serious health problems, especially for pragnant women and
young children, Lead in drinking water is primarily from materials and components associated with
service lines and home plumbing. Pemy Paint VA Medical Center is responsible for providing high qualily
drinking water, but cannot controj the varisty of malerials used in plumbing camponants, Whan your
waler has been sitting for several hours, you can minimize the potential for lead exposure by flushing your
tap for 30 seconds o 2 minutes belora using water for drinking or cooking. if you ara concernad about
lead in your drinking water, you may wish to hava yaur water tesled. Information an lsad in drinking
water, testing methods, and steps you can take to minimize exposura s available from the EPA Safe
Drinking Water Hatline at 1-800-426-4791 or at htip:ffwww.epa.qovisatewateriead.

All sources of drinking water ara subject to potential contamination by substances that ara naturally
accuiring or man made. These substances can be microbes, inorganic or organic chemicals and
radioactive subslances. All drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be expected to
contain at least small amounts of some contaminants, The presencs of contaminants does not
necassarily indicale that the water poses a health risk. For more information about contaminants and
potential health effects can be obtained by calling the Environmental Protection Agency’s Safa Drinking
Water Hotlins al 1-800-426-4791.

MCL's are set at very stringent leveis. To understand tha passible health effects dascribed for many
regulated conlaminants, a person would have to drink two liters of waler every day at the MCL lavel fora
lifetime 1o have a one-in-a-million chance of having Ihe described healih effect.

Thank you for allowing us to continus providing your family with clean quality water. In order to maintain
a safe and dependable water supply, we somstimes need to make impravements that will benelit all of
our customers,

Facilities and Engineering Service works around the clock to Provide top quality water to every tap. We
ask that all our cuslomers halp us protect our water sources, which are the heart of our community, our
way of life and our childran’s future.






